Remarks 

Cldiv.: 24 st^^■!ds objccictl lo over a typK^graphical cm>r. The Applicants hav e con'ocied 
the typographical error in accordance wth the Examiner's helpful suggestion. Claims 38 and 46 
have beers amended to include subject matter iroiti Claim 24. 

Claifus 24 32 ar.d 7^? stand rejecTod under 35 I SC ^^102 over the liysootlu'xical 
combination of Wok' vvitli bihs. The Appiicaiife note with apprcciaiion ilie Examiner's hoipfci 
comments concerning iie hypothetical application of those pubUcations against the claims. The 
Applicants nonetheless respectfully submit that one skilled in the art would not make the 
hypotfiCticai con'bination. but in any event, thai corebination would result in a differcni 
metliodology and & different apparatus from "what ihe /\|ipHcants claim. Reasons are set forth 
below. 

The rejection frankly acknowledges that Ellis fails to disclose that the local clocks are 
slave clocks being controlled by the master clock. The Apphcants agree The Applicant? 
respectfully submit that Ellis discloses a system for converting NRZ formatted signals itito RZ 
formatted signals. That system includes a plurality of monochrome transmitter, each of which 
has its own iransmission iengtii, a coupler that may be assimilated to a multiplexer and an optical 
gate that receives multiplexed NRZ formatted sigi-sals which tlicn converts tliose .sigruis into 
multiplexed RZ formatted signals. Also, it may be presiuned that each of tlie monochrome 
transrailters includes an internal clock. 

However, there are addition^ differences in Ellis with respect to the .Applicants' solicited 
claims. Specifically, Ellis does noi; disclose a synchronization circuit comprls jig u tpastcr clock 
and a phase lociced Mp 0W} that mtitmh the clbck; of the transmitters and the clock of the 
optical gaic. 
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Ihe f eject on *'iu.s Wo.f to cure ''lio J.Ec ore v^^tb iw^^dCv.-: to r'li, f^iiluic o. ' 'l^s to 
UEclose that tne vOcal CiOck:> aio s a\c clocks cotitiojea b> a .B?i>:or c'ccR V\ o.i d ^ctrscs ^ 
synchronous digital communucatioiis system ineiudmg a plurality of uetworlc element or nodes 
The network nodes are connected to cacli otlier by a plurality of optical channels via a cross- 
ccr xvf \ roj sv(.3tclicd auxil'aiv optica' cha- rol s ' ^ec' ooci r^' ^ oT rie*\v^),k rodo^ 
ccnnectcd b> the cross-connect to txansmu the s)/.KlHOi-!i7<.noj s-gnaK be^\^eo^ the "Wix^orK 
nodes. Wolf also discloses a hierarchical structure (master-slave) for synchronizmg the network 
nodes, in timt structure, the network nodes of a first level receive a reference clock signal aiid 
are arranged to output t'ern td cl'>ck s to network nodes a* the -nex. V\ei 

In otier \v3rds, tlie Applicajits iC!.pectfuUy submit thai EILs is diffeMit not only ftotn the 
Apphcants' solicited claims, but also quite different (rom Wolf. Accordingly, &e Applicants 
respectfully submit that one skilled in the art would not combined Wolf with Fllis. This is 
Iv.^. t.so tK a.c-rfrchical structure o." Wolf applies to elements or nodes con-^ected by a netwoik 
Th's is i>harpl> co 'r^btot^ 'o " Ihs wherein tlie elements of tiie system are not elements of a 
net^\'ork. The AipSica*/? ic^pccv^uiiy submit thai these sharp dtifeiences would not cause one 
skilled in tiie art to modify the system ofblhs witli the disclosure of Wolf. For this reason alone, 
the Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are not obvious over the combination of Wolf 
with Ellis. 

Hovv'tsci. tbc^c 5S :no.c- The Apphcantii respccifuily submU that the combmation of 
Wolf vwth Elhs would actually lead to completely different piocesses and apparatus. That 
resulting system ^vould be a systetn wherein the monochrome transmitters would be organized 

ber..rv.\ .;al v \ nianer l-'r-^rMitcT %^<r='J -ex ^e a rcsV" c ock signal dm \m1 i outpvt sla\c 
clOi.k siOidli. (Of x^r ^ ca c'ock hii,aak^) to slave uansruke- Howcvei. t'^e copibiraiso . hovkI 
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not resuU ir; a s\i;tc-m 'Alierem a »>"nciiit!ni/ation circuit trtciudnig a master dock und a pha,->c 
locktd loop Vn'ouKI be n^ad to coritrol the clock of Hie tTansmitJera and Li?e clock of the ophcal 
gate. In other words, that resulting system would be difFereiit from the Applicants' solicited 
claims. This is yet another reason why the Applicants respectfully submit that the solicited 
claims are not obvious over Ellis in view of Wolf, Withdravi'al of the rejectioa is respectfully 
requested- 

In light of the foregoing, the Applicants respectfully submit that the entire Application is 
now in condition for allowance, which is respectfuiiy requested. 

S^pectMl^!^ submitted* 

Atxorj^ey lor Applicants 

TDC/ih 
(215)656-3381 
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